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• Print carries meaning and can be used for 
communication. 

• Marks and symbols can represent ideas or 
words. 

• Books have a direction — front to back, left 
to right, top to bottom. 

• Names and familiar words can be 
recognised in print. 

• Spoken words can be segmented into 
sounds, and sounds can be represented with 
marks or letters. 

• Stories, songs, and rhymes are made up of 
words and sounds that can be played with 
and changed. 

• Letters represent sounds (phoneme–grapheme 
correspondence) and that these can be blended 
to read and segmented to spell. 

• Words and sentences carry meaning, and 
sentences start with a capital letter and end 
with a full stop. 

• Writing can take different forms (labels, lists, 
stories, captions, letters). 

• Finger spaces are used to separate words in 
writing. 

• Spoken language can be turned into written 
language, and writing can be read back. 

• Stories, poems, and information texts have 
structure and purpose. 

• Print is organised and consistent, with 
directionality (left to right, top to bottom). 
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• Phonemic awareness supports early spelling; 
letter-sound knowledge underpins early 
reading and writing. 

Word 
• Understand ‘formal’ and ‘informal’ language 
• Be able to edit text for appropriate style 
 
Sentence 
• Active and passive voice 
• Identify situations where formal/informal 

language would be used 
• Use the subjunctive 
• Understand use of question tags 
 
Text 
• Devices to build cohesion within a paragraph 
• Use adverbials to link ideas across paragraphs 
 
Punctuation 
• Semi-colon 
• Colon 
• Dashes 
• Using colons and semi colons for lists 
• Bullet points 
Using hyphens to avoid ambiguity
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Word 
• Form nouns using prefixes (eg super-, auto-, 

anti-) 
• Understand ‘consonant’ 
• Understand ‘vowel’ 
• Know when to use ‘a’ or ‘an’ 
• Be able to identify prefix, suffix and root 

within a word 
• Understand the term ‘word family’  

 
Sentence 
• Understand that a simple sentence has a 

subject and a verb 
• Know the term ‘clause’ 
• Understand the term ‘subordinate clause’ 
• Identify and define prepositions 
• Use prepositions, conjunctions and adverbs to 

express time, place and cause 
Text 
• Group ideas into paragraphs 
• Choose appropriate 

Headings 
• Introduce the present perfect tense 
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Punctuation 
• Introduce inverted commas for direct speech 

Synonyms for said

Word 
• Understand the grammatical difference 

between the plural s and the possessive s 
• Standard English forms for verb inflections (eg 

we were instead of we was) 
 
Sentence 
• Determiners 
• Use modifying adjectives and prepositional 

phrases to expand noun phrases 
• Identify adverbial phrases 
• Experiment with position of adverbial phrases 
• Use fronted adverbials in own writing 

(including comma) 
 
Text 
• Group ideas into paragraphs 
• Choose appropriate 

Headings 
Introduce the present perfect tense 

Punctuation  
• Apostrophes to mark plural possession 

Use of inverted commas and other punctuation 
for direct speech

Word 
• Convert nouns or adjectives into verbs using 

suffixes (-ate, -ise, -ify) 
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• Identify and use verb prefixes  
(dis-, de-, mis-, over-, re-) 

 
Sentence 
• Introduce relative pronouns and relative 

clauses 
• Identify modal verbs 
• Adverbs of possibility 
 
Text 
• Pronouns 
• Use nouns/pronouns appropriately within and 

across paragraphs to aid cohesion and avoid 
repetition 

 
Punctuation  
• Brackets to indicate parenthesis 
• Dashes to indicate parenthesis 
• Commas to indicate parenthesis 
Use of commas to clarify meaning or avoid 
ambiguity
Word 
• Understand ‘formal’ and ‘informal’ language 
• Be able to edit text for appropriate style 
 
Sentence 
• Active and passive voice 
• Identify situations where formal/informal 

language would be used 
• Use the subjunctive 
• Understand use of question tags 
 
Text 
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• Devices to build cohesion within a paragraph 
• Use adverbials to link ideas across paragraphs 
 
Punctuation 
• Semi-colon 
• Colon 
• Dashes 
• Using colons and semi colons for lists 
• Bullet points 
Using hyphens to avoid ambiguity


