
Thinking
Routines



What is a thinking routine?
Thinking routines to deepen students’

thinking and to help make that thinking
“visible.” This will help children to be self-

reflective, self-regulate and self-
motivated. Thinking routines help to

reveal students’ thinking to the teacher.



What does this look like
in the classroom?

Children will see these images
on the teaching slides during
lessons. This will help them to

know which part of the
thinking routine they are

using. Adults model using the
language and help the children
to think about their thinking. 



Connet, Extend, challenge 



An example from a Year 2
English lesson



Claim, support, question



An example from a Year 2
reading lesson



I used to think, now I think...



An example from a Year 6
English lesson


