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Thinking
Routines




What is a thinking routine?

Thinking routines to deepen students’
thinking and to help make that thinking
“visible.” This will help children to be self-
reflective, self-requlate and self-
motivated. Thinking routines help to
reveal students’ thinking to the teacher.




What does this look like
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Children will see these images
on the teaching slides during
lessons. This will help them to
know which part of the
thinking routine they are
using. Adults model using the
language and help the children
to think about their thinking.



Connet, Extend, challenge

Consider what you have just read, seen, or heard, and then ask yourself:

¢ How are the ideas and information connected to what you already Know?

¢ What new ideas did you get that broadened your thinking or extended it in different
directions?

e What challenges or puzzles emerge for you?




An example from a Year 2
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Claim, support, question

Drawing on your investigation, experience, prior knowledge, or reading:

e Make a claim about (or give an explanation for, or offer an interpretation of)
the topic.

Ildentify support (things you see, feel, know) for your claim.
Ask a question related to your claim or the supports. What isn’t explained?




An example from a Year 2
reading lesson

Lesson 1 — after reading part of a text...}.
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- true?” :
claim question
support
The girl in the story is feeling The author said the girl had Why is she crying?
really sad. tears flowing down her face. Could she be happy?

Purpose: What kind of thinking does this routine encourage?
This routine supports reasoning by having students form claims, explanations, or interpretations and support them with
evidence.|Questioning claims helps students see reasoning as an ongoing process.




| used to think, now | think...

Think about what you have learned about the topic we have been studying and com-
plete the following sentence stems:

| used to think...

Now | think...

| used to think... But now | think...



An example from a Year 6
English lesson
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