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	Autumn 1
All about me

	Autumn 2
Let’s celebrate!
	Spring 1
Once Upon a time… (Traditional tales.)
	Spring 2
How does your garden grow?
	Summer 1
Animals
	Summer 2
Water

	Themes 
	
	Being new!
What makes me, me! 
My family.
What am I good at? 
Being kind.
Feelings

	Celebrations- Christmas, Bonfire Night, Hanukah 

Halloween 

Seasons- Autumn to Winter 

Post and Postpeople
	Bears

Bridges 

City/ countryside 
	Growing- people 

Growing plants 
	On the farm
Pets 
Animal textures 
	Water 
Life in the pond
The seaside
What is the sea/ocean? What can you see, hear, feel, touch?

	Books 
	
	Red Rockets and Rainbow Jelly Sue Heap Nick Sharratt 

The Family Book Tod Parr

You Can!
Alexandra Strick & Steve Antony

Elmer David Mckee 

The colour Monster by Anna Llenas 


	Funnybones by by Allan Ahlberg and Janet Ahlberg

What’s in the witches kitchen…

Hetty’s Hannukah (Twinkl story) and Non fiction Hannukah books. 

The Nativity story. 


Dear Santa by Rod Cambell
	Goldilocks and the Three Bears 

Where’s My Teddy Jez Alborough 

3 Billy Goats Gruff 

Each Peach Pear Plum Janet and Allan Ahlberg 
	Titch by Pat Hutchins

The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle 

Jasper’s Bean Stalk by Nick Butterworth and Mick Inkpen 

Oliver’s fruit salad by Vivian French 
	Little Red Hen
Gigantic Turnip
Six Dinner Sid 
The Great Pet Sale
‘That’s not my’ stories

	The Little Raindrop 
Joanna Gray
In the small, small pond 
Denise Flemming
Jump Frog Jump! 
Robert Kalan Sharing a shell 
Julia Donaldson
What the lady bird heard at the seaside. 
Julia Donaldson
Billie’s Bucket 
Kes Gray
Bright Stanley 
Matt Buckingham

	Enrichments opportunities- WOW moments 
	
	Photo booth
Welly Walks

	Theatre trip
Welly Walks
	Treasure hunt for photos of themselves to make own version of Each Peach Pear Plum
Welly walks
	Planting vegetables
Making a fruit kebab

	Visit from the vets
Visit from White Post Farm
	Water fun day
Sports day

	Whole class songs 
	
	2/3-word sentences/ slower paced rhymes
· Humpty dumpty 
·  Baa baa black sheep
· Twinkle, twinkle, little star 
· Row, row, row your boat
·  Rain, rain go away 
· Pat a cake
·  Little Miss muffet 
· Star light star bright 
· Jack and Jill
Polly put the kettle on
	Action songs
· Brush your teeth
· Head, Shoulders, knees and toes.
·  If you’re happy and you know it. 
· Sleeping bunnies 
· Wind the bobbin up
	Rhymes containing longer sentences
· The grand old duke of York 
· This little piggy went to market
·  The bear went over the mountain
·  Down in the jungle
·  Incy wincy spider 
· I’m a little teapot
·  The wheels on the bus
·  Old McDonald had a farm
·  Miss Polly had a dolly
	Counting songs
· 5 little speckled frogs
·  5 little ducks 
· 5 little men in a flying saucer
·  1,2,3,4,5 once I caught fish alive 
· Two little dickie birds 
· Three blind mice 
· Five current buns
·  5 little pumpkins
·  5 little monkeys jumping on the bed 
· One finger, one thumb

	Communication and language 
	
	The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing, and echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will build children's language effectively. Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, story-telling and role play, where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures.

In Rainbows, communication and language underpin everything we do. Children develop their language through play, modelled talk, discussions around their learning (both while in provision and in reflection time on the carpet) stories, singing and talk time. (What’s in the box?)

This long-term plan details planned key vocabulary as well as end of year expectation, which will be modelled and explored throughout the year. 


	
	
	Key words:
Head
Shoulder
Knees
Toes
Eyes
Ears
Mouth
Nose
Leg
Tummy
Arms
Hands
Feelings
Happy 
Sad
Cross
Angry
Tired
Cold
Hot

	Key words:
Celebration
Fun
Whizz
Bang
Pop
Bonfire
Firework
Sparkle
Rocket
Light
Candle
Advent
Christmas

	Key Words:
Story
Characters
Beginning 
Middle 
End
Retell
I spy
Rhyming
Rhythm
Under
Above
Behind
In front 

	Key Words: 
Seed
Bulb
Flower
Plant
Soil
Water
Sun
Growing
Garden
Spade
Trowel




	Key words: 
Farm 
Corn
Hen/ chicken 
Cow, horse, pig, goat
Turnip 
Pull/ pulled 
Roots
Neighbour
Six/ 6 
Vet
Medicine 
Pence  (as an amount- e.g. 1p) 
Rough/ smooth/furry 
Soft/ Hard






	Key words:
Tadpole
Froglet
Frog
Water
Safety
Sun cream
Beach
Sea
Waves
Bucket
Spade
Sand castle
Swimming
Mermaid
Crab
Fish
Lobster



	
	Children engage in talk time each week- there is an object or picture in the box which allows for sharing and using and exploring new vocabulary and sentence structures. 
	Talk time topics: (What’s in the box?)

The teachers ‘something special’ (Children’s something special to follow in show and tell session) 
Picture of a family- what does your family look like? 
Teacher to share something they are good at (E.g colouring pencils) children to share what they are good at. 
Teacher to share something they are working hard at (E.g. skipping rope in the box) and children to share what they would like to get better at. 


	Talk time topics: (What’s in the box?)

 Halloween items
Picture of fireworks – Children talk about the sound fireworks make and where they have seen fireworks

Selection of small wrapped presents
Children to guess what is inside each present

Santa hat – Children to say what they would like for Christmas 
	Talk time topics: (What’s in the box?)

Teachers teddy bear – talk about why the bear is special. 
Children to bring in their favourite teddy bears for show and tell.


	Talk time topics: (What’s in the box?)


A collection of seeds. 
Fruit and vegetables. 
A flower- with leaves and roots attached. 

	Talk time topics: (What’s in the box?)

Hay
Picture of farm Guinea pigs
Dog lead 
Photo of teacher’s pet followed by children’s own pet sharing in show and tell 
Sand paper and a feather. (Textures) 
	Talk time topics: (What’s in the box?)

A bottle of water
some tadpoles
a picture of the pond
shells
bucket and spade
sea animal cuddly toy. 

	
	
	Children will be learning to:
Come to the carpet when the bell rings and sit for short periods. 
Understand and follow simple instructions- ‘get your coat.’
Use effective listening. (Phase 1 phonics)
Use classroom related vocabulary- provision area names, tidy time, home time etc. 
Listen to and respond to stories.
Join in with simple songs. 

	 Children will be learning to:
Gain someone’s attention by saying their name.
Be able to communicate their basic needs. 
Know and repeat key phrases from familiar stories. 
Begin to understand what, where and when questions and be able to respond. 
Be able to share their own experiences of a familiar and recent event. 
Know how to take turns in conversations and listen to others when supported by an adult.
Stop and listen when someone says their name.
Sing an increasing number of well-known songs. 


	Children will be learning to: 
Speak in sentences of 4 or 6 words. 
Know how to add past tense plurals to some words correctly. 
Begin to use new words we have explored in our learning. 
Be able to initiate conversations with peers and teachers- taking turns to talk and listening to others. 
Use vocabulary we have learnt from stories. 
Begin to know and use some feelings vocabulary. 

	Children will be learning to: 
Be able to initiate conversations with peers and teachers- taking turns to talk and listening to others. 
Respond to a 2-part instruction- e.g. get your coat and come to the carpet. 
Begin to understand why questions. 
Begin to talk about stories with friends in the book area.
Use the stick puppets for story talk- exploring new vocabulary.



	Children will be learning to:
Be able to answer simple why questions.
Begin to use words like because or and and. 
Elaborate on feelings with support. 
Begin to talk through conflict in the classroom. 
Involve others in play, using talk to organise, e.g. ‘Let’s make a tower, you get the short bricks.’ 

	Children will be learning to:
Sing a large repertoire of songs. 
Engage in back and forth conversation with a peer or adult. 
Be able to give a simple re-tell of a story,
Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, using words as well as actions.


	Personal, Social and Emotional Development  (PSHE)
	
	Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to their cognitive development. Underpinning their personal development are the important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm and supportive relationships with adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others.

The Rainbows classroom is a safe space in which children can develop their confidence, sense of belonging and social skills. Children will be supported in making positive attachments to care givers and friends. We will give children the words and actions to begin to understand and manage their own emotions.  

	
	
	Children will be learning to: 
Come away from their care giver- understanding that they are safe. 
Know their teachers. 
Know where to put their coat and bag.
Become familiar with school routines- e.g. they know what to do when they first come in the classroom, or what to do when the bell rings. 
Be able to introduce themselves by saying their name.
Explore the continuous provision areas and equipment within the indoor and outdoor spaces. 
Develop self help skills: putting on own coat , going to the toilet and washing hands. 
	Children will be learning to: 
Know where things belong and be able to tidy away with support.
Get into the routine of ‘Choose it, use it and put it away.’ 
Begin to know the behaviour expectations and follow them with support. 
Know who they Make choices about where to play. 
Play alongside other children and engage in associate play. 
Begin to share toys and resources with others. 
Have the confidence to ask and answer questions. 
Notice and talk about some similarities and differences with others. 
Be familiar with the term ‘Rainbow Values’ and start to explore what this means. 
Use the toilet independently and wash hands afterwards.  
	Children will be learning to: 
Begin to know and use some feelings vocabulary- happy, sad, cross, excited. 
Begin to engage in some cooperative play, with support. 
Share resources and turn take with more independence.
Be increasingly familiar with the rainbow values and begin to understand what these mean. 
Prepare the snack using child safety knives- washing hands first. 
Beginning to understand what a healthy snack is. 
	Children will be learning to: 
Use the areas of provision with more independence. 
Begin to be able to talk about their own learning and understand that it is OK to make mistakes. 
To begin to be able to work towards a goal. 
Begin to take part in some whole school events. 
Experience external visitors. 
Begin to explore strategies to deal with big feelings- deep breaths, finding space. 


	Children will be learning to: 
Extend their feelings vocabulary. 
Talk about their own feelings using words like happy, sad, angry, worried.  Explore situations from different points of view- how others might be feeling. 
Find solutions to conflicts and rivalries with support. 
Play cooperatively with others. 

	Children will be learning to: 
Be able to explain their own feelings, e.g. I am happy because….
Have the emotional resilience to manage school transitions. 
Be able to offer solutions to conflict and rivalries.
Be able to talk about the Rainbow Values and how they look in the Rainbows.  

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Physical Development
	
	By creating games and providing opportunities for play both indoors and outdoors, adults can support children to develop their core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility. Gross motor skills provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being. 
Fine motor control and precision helps with hand-eye co-ordination which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and varied opportunities to explore and play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practice of using small tools, with feedback and support from adults, allow children to develop proficiency, control and confidence.

The children at the Rainbows Nursery have access to an indoor and outdoor classroom. Children have daily opportunities to develop their fine and gross motor skills. Children also regularly access the whole school grounds, including the park, big sand pit and big loose parts for open ended play. 

	
	Gross Motor 
	Introduce trikes and scooters in the outdoor classroom- no pedals. 
Use the school park to develop balance and climbing.  
Dig and create in the big school sand pit. 
	Take children up and down the stairs in school using alternative feet and holding on to the rail. 
Musical statues- holding a pose- one leg, two legs.
Follow the leader- hop, skip, walk, run. 
Use ribbons to practise large arm movements- wave to music. 
Use flags to practise large arm movements. 
Choose equipment suitable for a task- i.e while digging in the sandpit. 

	Introduce team activities-  split into teams to play the follow the leader games. 
Simple tag team races individual races.
Learn/create some simple dances. 
Make some choices about movement in teacher led activities- slither, walk, hop. 
Use simple apparatus to balance and climb- a frame/planks. 
 

	
	Fine motor
	Children to use a range of mark making tools- pencils, pens, chalk, felt tips, paint. 
Adults to help children with zips, coats, shoes and dressing. Model and support how to do this independently. 

	Children to use scissors to cut paper and card. 
Children to use masking tape, tearing the amount they need. 
Children to continue to use mark making tools with increasing control.
Adults to encourage independence with zips, coats, shoes and dressing. 
Children to use tweezers to sort and select. 

	Children to use mark making tools, scissors and joining materials with control. 
Children to use larger tools with control- hammers, spades, trowels. 
Encourage children to use a tripod grip when mark making. 

	Phonics 
Little Wandle 
	
	No sounds – focus on Rhyme time and settling children into your setting’s routines.
	Children to focus on recognising sounds and oral blending and segmenting. 


	
	
	
	Focus sounds: 
s a t p i n m


	Focus sounds:
d g o c k e  

	Focus sounds: 
u r h b f l
	Focus sounds: 
j v w y z qu ch
	Focus sounds: 
ck x sh th ng nk

	Literacy
	
	Being aware of print in our environment
Children to understand that;
·  print carries meaning 
·  print can have different purposes
· we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom.
Children to experience to be given opportunities to explore many different kinds of print; serving many different functions- books, signs, logos, cards….
	Reading 
Children to be exposed to a variety of stories and non-fiction texts. Children should be encouraged to:
· Handle books carefully
· Notice different parts of the book- the cover, the author, the page number 
· Enjoy books 
· Be able to talk about what they like and don’t like

Children will read become familiar with key stories and their super 6 books. Books are used to widen the children vocabulary. 

	
	
	
	Writing
Children will be provided with ample opportunity to mark make- clipboards outdoors, chalks for paving stones, boards and notepads in the home corner. Children enjoy having a range of pencils, crayons, chalks and pens to choose from. 
Children will be encouraged to attach marks to the meanings they make. 

Summer term: children are supported in learning to write their name and some letters. 

	Maths
	
	-Take part in finger rhymes with numbers* 
-Begin to use fast recognition to identify a number without counting it. Knowing securely 1. (subitising) 
-Compare amounts, saying ‘lots’, ‘big’, ‘small’, ‘same’
-To become confident in applying 1-1 counting up to 3.  
-Able to make amounts using 1’s up to 3. 
-Link numbers to a small amount such as 1-3, e.g. showing 2 cubes, with the number 2. 
-Have an awareness of numbers beyond 3, through counting songs and resources within the provision. 
-Become increasingly confident in knowing the numbers 1-5.
-With support, begins to quantify small groups or collections through everyday routines e.g. “we have three oranges.” (cardinality) 
-Engages in daily routines, register, snack time, tidy up time. Using mathematical talk to begin showing an awareness of order. 
-Begin to explore making a group. 
-Explore sorting within a basic group e.g: colour. 
-Develop an awareness of what an AB pattern is.   
-To join in with the repeated patterns in stories and rhymes* 
-With support from visual prompts begin to consider routines and understanding what they are doing ‘now’.
-Talk about shapes that they can see using informal language. 
-Uses silhouettes/ shadowing to develop knowledge of shape.   
-To begin more familiar with sequencing of events using language such as first, then 
-Begin to explore emptying and filling* 
*Objectives not explicitly taught, ensure there are opportunities within the provision and through routine to develop these.
	-Count aloud confidently to 5 and know some number names past it. 
-To become confident in applying 1-1 counting up to 5. 
-Explores using a range of their own marks and signs to which they ascribe mathematical meanings. 
-Compare amounts using more mathematical language such as ‘more’, ‘less’, ‘same’.  
-Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5. 
-To know that anything can be counted e.g.: claps, jumping (abstraction principle) 
-Developing fluency and confidence when subitising small amounts.
-Takes part in simple number games – e.g. how many bean bags can we get into this hoop* 
-Quantify small groups with increased confidence, applying the cardinal principle. 
-Make predictions – What might happen next in a sequence or a routine?  
-Explore how to sort items based on different characteristics e.g: size, shape, colour.  
-During play, can informally describe the relationship between quantities they can see, using words such
-Spotting patterns in rhymes and stories* 
-Are able to talk about what they want to choose/complete or do ‘now’ in the moment*  as big, small, more, less, same*
 - To start seeing shapes within the environment, and knowing their names. 
-Begin to use 2D shapes to create pictures, talking about how they have used them. 
-To know and talk about a familiar route. 
-Know how to make structures using blocks, considering the different blocks/shapes they are using.  
-Children to talk about what is happening in a picture – referring to spatial relationships. E.g.: ‘What is in the box?
-Can describe when an item suchas a jug is either full or empty. 
-Incidentally use language linked to measure within their play* 
*Objectives not explicitly taught, ensure there are opportunities within the provision and through routine to develop these

	-Fast recognition of up to 3 objects, without having to count them individually (‘subitising’) 
-Links numerals with amounts up to 5 and potentially beyond.  
-Experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as numerals. 
-Able to talk about simple real-world mathematical problems with numbers up to 5, and start to solve them
- Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how many there are in total.
- To count aloud in order 1-5 securely. 
-Have some understanding of the order between 5-10. 
-Have an awareness of order and sequence linked to time. E.g.: days of the week, daily routine* 
-Can accurately sort and match groups.  
-Are able to copy and continue an AB pattern. 
-Begin to notice and error in a repeating pattern. 
-Can talk about what they want to do now and then next*
-To identify and name 2D shapes. 
-Are able to use language such as curve, straight, round and flat to describe 2D shapes.   
-To begin planning to use shapes within their pictures.  
-To represent a familiar route using simple marks. 
-Understand simple positional language such as on, under, and in and use it with increased accuracy
-Is able to confidently apply the language and action of emptying and filling containers, understanding their own play and talk.  
-Understand through the support of visual prompts what activities are happening now and next* 
-Can talk about different aspects of measure such as heavy and light, big and small, long and short. 
*Objectives not explicitly taught, ensure there are opportunities within provision and through routine to develop these.


	Understanding the world























	Past and Present (H)
	Ask parents to send in a photo of them at 4- ‘My mummy/daddy at 4’ Encourage children to share stories their parents may have shared with them. Use this this discuss who thing might have been different then. What would have been the same? 
	
	Each Peach Pear Plum was written a long time ago. How does it look different today? 
	
	
	

	
	People, Cultures and Communities (G & RE)
	What makes me special? 

Who is in my family? 
Encourage children to talk about each other’s families and ask questions
	Explore the celebration of Hanukah- compared to Christmas. 

	
	
	Children to share a photo of their pet with the class- or their dream pet. 
	Children to share memories of their family holidays. 



	
	The natural world (S)
	Introduce children to the water tray- explore floating and sinking. Explore how things move under water. 
	Explore melting and combining- making Christmas rice Krispie cakes. 
	Explore and talk about different forces they can feel- 
· Make a chair for baby bear
· Make the trolls bridge. 
	Cress planting- what does a plant need to grow?

What happens to food if it gets left for a long time? 
	What is a farm?
Who lives on the farm? 
Explore different textures and related vocabulary. 


Wellie walk themes:
Pond observation, hunt for the giant turnip, animals in our outdoor environment, six hunt. 


	Pond life- what is a pond and who loves there? 
What do you see under the sea? Could we live there? 

Recap: water tray- explore floating and sinking. Explore how things move under water.

Wellie walk themes: pond observation, water sources in school. making sea creatures out of natural resources, a visit to the seaside (sand and water) finding natural ‘treasure’ 

 

	Expressive arts and design
	Each term children will get opportunities to explore them theme: 
Art Everywhere

This could include:
Marking making outside with chalk.
Painting on cling film outside. 
Clipboards.
Natural art on wellie walk. 

	
Paint 

Introduce Easel 
Introduce Art table and resources. 
Introduce paint rules and routines.
Free paint- encouraging proper use of water pot. 
Simple printing.  
	Crayons/pencil/felt tip

Colouring in the lines 
Free drawing
Children to talk about what they have drawn. 
Using simple stencils.
Observational drawing. 
 
	Workshop


Box modelling 
Joining materials with masking tape and glue
Using scissors with paper and cardboard.
Be able to talk about what they have made.  
	Paint 


Recap paint rules and routines.
Free paint- encouraging proper use of water pot. 
Painting with texture. (Adding lavender, sand  to achieve effect.) 
Printing with natural objects- leaves ect. Choosing things to print with for affects.  

	Crayons/pencil/felt tip

Colouring in the lines 
Free drawing
Children to talk about what they have drawn. 
Drawing shapes 
Drawing lines
	Workshop


Box modelling
Joining materials with masking tape and glue
Using scissors with paper and cardboard.
Be able to talk about what they have made.  

Children to discuss their work and explain their choices. 
Children to be able to record their work. (Photo on the IPAD) 
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